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Results: 

 
The aim of this study was to analyse the relation between the subliminal 

activation of emotional stimuli (facial expressions and verbal expressions) and the 

peripheral physiological activity enhanced during two implicit memory tasks (fragment 

completion and forced choice phrase completion) and two explicit memory tasks (free 

recall and forced choice recognition). 

The theoretical framework that oriented this research was the discussion that 

characterizes the memory as a system where there is no discontinuity between implicit 

and explicit memory and, on the other hand, their opponents that emphasize the 

distinction (structurally and process-wise) between implicit and explicit memory. This 

last theoretical position postulates the impossibility of subliminal activation producing 

behavioural answers in explicit memory performance. And, on the other hand, it is not 

possible that supraliminal/attention oriented tasks cannot produce implicit memory 

changes. The processes of retrieval are the base for those postulations. 

Results showed that: (1) emotional stimuli presented subliminally induced a 

clear priming effect in implicit memory tasks (fragment completion and forced choice 

phrase completion); (2) this effect is independent of the stimuli category (emotional 

verbal words or emotional facial expressions); (3) the peripheral physiological activity 

presented in the memory tasks is positively correlated with the task difficulty; (4) there 

are no statistical differences between the physiological activity and the valence of the 

stimuli (positive versus negative); (5) implicit memory performance and explicit 

memory performance are dissociated. 
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