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The connection between psi and volitional competence in a
non-western culture

Results:

We focused on two aspects of Balinese culture in this study: 1) an understanding
of the Balinese notion of volition, and 2) an understanding of their psychic beliefs.

We created the Balinese Volitional Competency Questionnaire, an 82 question
instrument based on a 5 point Likert scale, which 385 Balinese completed. A factor
analysis did not yield sufficiently robust factors, but when analyzing only the 66
questions also used in the Edinburgh Volitional Competency Questionnaire, we found
four factors in the Balinese sample matching four factors in the Edinburgh sample. These
were: Persistence/Initiative (10 questions), Helping/Influencing Others (10 questions),
Positive Self-image/Self-confidence (14 questions), and Handling Outside Influences (7
questions).

Additionally, Prof. Suryani interviewed 10 people using a semi-structured format,
and these reinforced the importance of the four factors, as well as supplied additional
information. For instance, most of the high volitional subjects described significantly
challenging life circumstances that were formative in developing their volition.

The second part of the study concerned the Balinese view of psychic phenomena.
We collected 533 surveys containing questions about their psychic beliefs. These
revealed a high level of belief in the ubiquity of psychic phenomena. For instance, over
75% of the respondents marked positively to the questions of whether ESP and PK exist.
Interestingly, while belief in psi seems to be widespread in Bali, less than a quarter of
them said that they could demonstrate these abilities. This finding is attributed to their
view that psi abilities are possessed only special individuals and not by the general
population.
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